
 

Dear Families, 
 

It has been lovely to see the children looking so smart in 
their school uniforms this week. Thank you for 
supporting our uniform policy and helping the children 
to look so smart and ready for school. Just a little 
reminder that school shoes should be plain black as part 
of our school uniform. Thank you for your continued 
support with this. 
 

Our Gospel this week 
This Sunday’s Gospel reminds us about the importance 
of forgiveness and reconciliation. Jesus encourages us to 
talk honestly when things go wrong, to listen to one 
another and to work towards putting things right. 
Forgiveness is such an important part of our faith and of 
living together as a community, and it links closely with 
our school value of Respect. 
 

The Gospel also reminds us that when people gather 
together in Jesus’ name, Christ is there among them. 
This is a lovely reminder of what it means to be part of 
our school family. When we come together with 
kindness, respect and a willingness to forgive, we create 
a community where everyone can feel valued and 
supported. Our Mission Statement, “Let all that you do 
be done with love,” is at the heart of this. 
 

A great week of learning 
It has been another really positive week in school, and I 
have been delighted to see so much excellent English 
work taking place across the school. 
 

Our handwriting continues to be a joy to look at — the children are taking real pride in their presentation. In Years 
3 and 4, children who consistently demonstrate good handwriting will earn their pen licence, so there is plenty to 

work towards! A special well done to Finlay and Lucas in Year 4, who earned their pen licences this week. ✍️ 
 

I have also been particularly impressed by the knowledge children have retained about sentence structure. It is 
fantastic to see them remembering and applying their learning so confidently so early in the year. 
 

Smartphones and technology 
We have received a letter from Sheffield City Council encouraging families to delay smartphone ownership and 
support children to develop a healthy balance with screens and technology. The Council suggests waiting until at 
least age 14 before giving a child a smartphone and delaying social media until at least age 16. 
 

Our own school arrangements remain unchanged. Only Year 6 pupils may bring a mobile phone to school, 
recognising that some children begin walking home independently as they prepare for secondary school. Phones 
must be handed in to the school office on arrival and collected at the end of the school day. 
 

The full letter from Sheffield City Council is attached to this newsletter and contains further information and 
advice for families. 
 

Have a lovely weekend. 
God bless, 
Mrs Clements 

 

St Thomas of Canterbury School 

Newsletter 
Week ending 11th September 2026 

School Calendar  

Mon 14th Sept – 16:00 Autumn 2 clubs bookings open 
on Parentpay  

Tues 15th Sept 17:30 – Prospective Reception 2027 
open afternoon 

Weds 16th Sept 13:30 - Prospective Reception 2027 
open afternoon 

Mon 21st Sept – All Saints open evening  

Fri 25th Sept – 9am Reception welcome assembly (parents 
invited to attend)  

Mon 28th Sept – Y1 & Y5 Open afternoon from 14:15 

Tues 29th Sept – Y2 & Y4 Open Afternoon from 14:15 

Weds 30th Sept – Y3 & Y6 Open Afternoon from 14:15 

Weds 30th Sept – 15:30 Year 6 SATS & Residential 
parent information meeting 

Tues 6th Oct – 3:30-4 Reception parents phonics 
meeting  

Weds 7th Oct – Individual & sibling photos 

Tues 20th Oct - 3:30-4 Year 1 parents phonics meeting  

Fri 23rd Oct – 9am Y6 Class Assembly  

 

Mon 26th – Fri 30th Oct – Half term 

 

Mon 2nd Nov – Inset day – No pupils in school 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Plea for board games 
If you have any board games you are no longer using, please bring them to the school office. We would love them 
for our wet play days! 
 

Parking around school 
We have been contacted multiple times recently regarding cars that are parking illegally near school. This can be dangerous 
and could cause an accident. 
  

As a school we send out reminders to our parents and carers regarding inconsiderate and dangerous parking. We also forward 
complaints to our contact at the local parking enforcement team. They will be doing spot checks and will give out fines to 
anyone parking illegally. 
The following are examples of incorrect parking that can be reported to the enforcement team: 

• parking on yellow lines, including adjacent to footways and verges 

• stopping on zig zag lines by a crossing or outside a school 

• using a disabled bay without a valid Blue Badge 

• double parking 

• dropped kerb access – in front of driveways 
If you see a car that is causing danger to other road users or pedestrians then please use this link to report them. 

• https://shorturl.at/WGShC 
 

Additional Inset day information 
Please see the attached letter regarding an additional inset added to our 2026/27 calendar.  
 
Sheffield SEND reforms parent workshop  
Sheffield parent carers come and have your say! 
Have you heard about the national SEND reforms and Experts at Hand? Do you want to hear what the Sheffield 
Local Area Partnership’s plan is? 
It is critical that we hear parent carers views on Sheffield’s intent and so are holding a parent carer workshop so you 
can hear the journey so far, the intended plan and to give your views on how this could support children and young 
people with SEND. 
There will be a presentation from Jo Laidlaw, Head of SEND, and Lee Carey, Learn Sheffield, along with tabletop 
discussions and a Q&A session at the end. 
Please do come along to ensure the lived experience of families is embedded in the development. 
Book your place here: https://sheffieldparentcarerforum.org.uk/events/  
Toys in School 
Just a reminder that toys and cards (for example Pokémon) are not allowed in school. If you feel that your child 
needs a fidget toy from home to support their learning, please contact Miss McKay, our SENCO to discuss this. 
senco@st-tc.co.uk  
 
Immunisation drop in clinics  
Some children and young people may not be up to date with the current national immunisation programme. The 
School Age Immunisation Service (SAIS) provides regular drop-in clinics across Sheffield, offering parents and carers 
a convenient way to access vaccinations. 
Further information about the service, including clinic locations and times, can be found here: 
https://www.sheffieldchildrens.nhs.uk/services/school-nursing/school-age-immunisation-service/  
 
 

Parent sponsored walk for Sudden unexplained death in childhood  
Please see the attached poster about a sponsored walk some of our parents will be doing to raise money for SUDC 
UK. 
 

Location of our lion cub! 
The Sheffield Children’s Hospital Pride of Yorkshire trail has officially started. We are pleased to let you know that 
our lion cub will be located at The Circle on Division street. More information about our lion cub’s location can be 
found here: https://prideofyorkshire.org/trail_item/nurturing-with-nature/  
Information about the whole trail can be found here: https://prideofyorkshire.org/  
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Piano/Guitar/Drum Lessons Available in School This 
Term for Y1-Y6 pupils!  
We’re pleased to let you know that there is currently 
some availability for in-school Piano/Guitar and Drum 
lessons at St Thomas this term. 
St Thomas has a fantastic history of music playing, with 
lots of pupils learning instruments over the years, as 
well as fantastic performance opportunities in school 
music assemblies each year. 
Full details about the lessons can be found on the 
attached flyer. 
To sign up, please visit the Lowe Academy website and 
complete the lesson sign-up form: 
www.loweacademy.com/sign-up  
If you have any questions about lessons, please contact 
the Lowe Academy team directly at 
info@loweacademy.com  
 
Free School Meal Eligibility  
We have seen an unprecedented rise in FSM eligibility in 
schools across Sheffield in the last few years. 
As the school will receive additional funding based on the 
number of children who receive FSMs, not only will your 
child receive a FSM and free school milk but also financial 
support towards school trips. 
With this in mind we want to make sure that our parents are 
aware of how to check their eligibility. 
Even if you don’t think you are eligible, it is worth your 
while to check. 
https://shorturl.at/x3ess 
 

School diners and milk for Autumn Term 
Meals and milk are now available to book on 
Parentpay for Autumn term.   
 
  
 
 

 

Makaton Sign of the Week 
This week’s sign is Teddy. 

Please click this link to see how it is done! 
https://youtu.be/5vH0udJdPQo?si=xMIqcgvUV22X8v4w 

 

Uniform 

White or red embroidered polo shirt 
• Red embroidered school sweater (round neck) or cardigan 
• Red gingham dress 
• Black trousers, black skirt or black pinafore dress 
• In warm weather, black formal shorts, just above the knee, 
may be worn. 
• Black leather fitted school shoes 
• White or black socks or black tights 
 
PE Kit 
• Black shorts 
• White or red embroidered round neck t-shirt 
• Black jogging bottoms 
• Grey embroidered hoodie 
• Trainers for games 
 
One stud earring may be worn in each ear as long as this can 
easily be removed by the child for PE but no other jewellery. 
Makeup, including nail varnish, may not be worn.  
 
Children may wear a watch for school if they wish.  
Children may not have lettering, lines or other designs in their 
hair. We also ask that, for health and safety reasons, long hair is 
tied back. 
 
Due to the weather, if children are wanting to play 
football/sports on the field, they must bring change of shoes. 

Whole School Attendance 

Class Last week This week  

Year 1 91.7% 96.6% 

Year 2 96.4% 100% 

Year 3 88.9% 98.8% 

Year 4 92.3% 99.6% 

Year 5 87.9% 98.9% 

Year 6 98.8% 99.6% 

 

 

Autumn Term PE Days 

Reception Wednesday PM 

Year 1 Tuesday PM & Thursday PM 

Year 2 Wednesday PM & Friday AM 

Year 3 Thursday PM & Friday PM 

Year 4 Tuesday PM & Thursday AM 

Year 5 Monday PM & Thursday AM 

Year 6 Monday PM & Thursday AM 
 

AM - children come to school in their PE kit and bring their 
uniform to change into. 
PM - children should come dressed in their uniform, with 
their PE kit to change into. 

 

Golden Broom Winner 
Each week, our caretaker chooses a class to win the 

Golden broom for having the tidiest cloakroom.  

Year 3 
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