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Father, 

please pour out Your blessings upon our whole 
school community so that everyone grows in the 
knowledge of Your truth, love, wisdom and peace. 

In Jesus' name we pray. 

Amen. 



RE, Catholic Life and Values

• We are a Catholic school. Catholic is a word that means ‘Universal’ 
and ‘Inclusive’ and this sums up what it means to be here.

• Everyone is welcome. Everyone is important. Everyone can succeed.

• Our Catholic nature is part of every moment in school, from offering 
the day to God in the morning to thanking God as we make our way 
home.



Ready, Respectful, Safe

• Do the children know the rules? Can they recite 
them without thinking?

• Three simple words that any action can be pinned 
to.

• Precise, positive – what is good about the 
behaviour? How does this fit our values?

• Framing our conversations – how do we show we 
are ready?

• Restorative follow up.



Virtues to Live By

Guiding Principles

To ensure children and young people are given opportunities to:

1. Experience a positive and purposeful ethos providing a sense of belonging to their school 
community.

2. Grow in their knowledge and understanding of the virtues.

3. Practise the virtues to further the call to live life to the full.

4. Appreciate the connection between biblical and practical wisdom and living.

5. Hear the Christian story and encounter it in practice.

6. Understand their uniqueness and dignity as made in the image and likeness of God.

7. Know that our limitations are also opportunities for growth.

8. To notice, to reflect, to pray and to play

9. To exercise the cognitive, affective and behavioural components of character: know it in your 
head, feel it in your heart and show it with your hands.







Vision – Evidence informed so we give 
the best to our children







To name a few…
• 6 part lesson
• Do now
• Worked examples
• Maths meetings



Nothing much is new…

We make sure we carefully consider how we do 
what we do to ensure it is effective.



What next…

Next year, we will be working with the children on 
developing their understanding of themselves as a learner 
and what strategies they have to help themselves learn.



Positive Regard

• We are on our way to moving from a ‘Behaviour Policy’ to a 
‘Relationships Policy.’

• Fitting in with the evidence-informed approach in school we are 
working to establish a trauma-informed culture in school.

• A quote which has resonated with me: “Trauma-uninformed is only 
valuing children for academic success; trauma-informed is valuing the 
whole child.”





Protect, Relate, Regulate, Reflect, Repair

• Protect is about the relationships we form, how we help children to 
develop their care, seeking and play systems, and knowing the children: “If 
it’s predictable, it’s preventable.”

• Relate is about listening, validating feelings, being emotionally available.

• Regulate is about being supportive when a child is experiencing 
rage/fear/panic/grief. “When a child can’t calm down, they need 
connection and comfort, not criticism and control.”

• Reflect – a child brings their story to us and we can help them to 
understand it – what they feel and believe about themselves.

• Repair – There is your truth, my truth and the truth but what really matters 
is building relationships – listening, being empathic and responsive.



Early Years
St Thomas of Canterbury



7 areas of 
learning

Prime areas

Communication and Language

Physical Development

Personal, social and emotional development

Specific areas

Literacy

Maths

Understanding of the world

Expressive arts and design



Characteristic
s
of effective
learning

● Characteristics of effective learning 

● playing and exploring  

● active learning  

● creating and thinking critically 

● Strong links with metacognition and effective learning behaviours

● with the rest of school



Curriculum

● Working closely with subject leaders to develop foundation of 
History, Geography, Science and Art in early years

● We have a spiral curriculum so children are introduce to “topics” in 
early years and revisited further up school

● In early years we have an over-aching seasonal curriculum which 
allows children to explore their immediate 
surroundings/environment and begin to develop observational 
skills needed for later Science.

● Strong focus on vocabulary development-we do these through 
stories (talk through stories)-use of widgit and Makaton-share this 
with parents and practise retrieval skills by recapping on previously 
learnt vocab at the start of sessions

● Use of outdoor and indoor environments to enhance children’s 
learning



Pre-school

Half termly topics

Autumn 1- All about me (transition) 

Autumn 2- colour, light and dark (science links)

Spring 1- teddy’s bears picnic (literacy links-based around stories)

Spring 2-where in the world (geography links -beginning to look at 
where we are from and comparing to different places such as 
Africa-revisited in reception)

Summer 1-animals and their young (science links-lifecycles)

Summer 2- travel and transport (history links-how transport has 
changed overtime-great inventions Y1)



Reception

Half termly topics

Autumn 1- All about me (transition) 

Autumn 2- local community (geography links-builds on prior 
knowledge from pre-school where in the world topic KS1 link-my 
local community)

Spring 1- polar regions (geography links/ Ks1 link-polar places)

Spring 2-explorers (history links/ KS1 link great explorers)

Summer 1-hot places (geography links/ KS1-on safari)

Summer 2- summer holidays (history links past and present)



Parent Meeting
Introduction to Read Write Inc.



Reading changes everything

Teach a child to read and keep that child reading and we will 
change everything.

And I mean everything.

Jeanette Winterson



Sounds + blending = word reading 

+ =



Who is Read Write Inc. for?



Read Write Inc. Phonics daily lessons



Progress groups

• Group children by phonic stages.
• Teach to the group’s challenge level.
• Re-assess all children every half term.



One-to-one tutoring – ‘keep up, not catch up!’



Which books will children bring home?

+ + +



Virtual Classroom films



Online resources available

Ruth Miskin Parents’ Page:
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/

Ruth Miskin Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education

Free e-books for home reading:
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/


English Mastery

Wider Curriculum

Formative Assessment
Lauren McKay- Y6 teacher, English & KS2 lead, acting KS1 lead



English Mastery

• Mathematics Mastery and the existing secondary English 
Mastery

• Pilot SoW for Y3-Y6 (Y6 beginning in September)
• Reading, writing and grammar
• Constantly reviewing and adapting to meet the needs of our 

children and our school
• Reading for pleasure- diverse and ambitious class texts



Wider Curriculum Development

At St Thomas of Canterbury, our purpose is to nurture curiosity for every child, every day, within a 
community acting as a beacon of the Catholic faith. Our curriculum is driven by these beliefs and 
values. It equips our children with the skills and knowledge essential for academic success, whilst also 
offering the enrichment and cultural capital that supports them to grow into respectful, discerning 
and open-minded individuals. We passionately believe in:

• All children, all backgrounds, all succeeding.

• Research into action- a strong, carefully considered evidence-base for every decision related to 
teaching and learning through a lens unique to our context.

• Carefully sequenced curricula with opportunities to activate prior knowledge, revisit key concepts 
and build schema over the years.

• Responsive teaching- responding to the starting points and needs of individual classes and adapting 
the curriculum to meet their needs.



Formative Assessment
• Constant

• Teaching from where the 
learner is

• Responsive to our 
students needs

• Making decisions

• Modifying 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sYdVe5O7KBE


Formative Assessment

◦ All teachers need to improve their practice, not 
because they are not good enough, but because 
they can be better

◦ Held accountable for making improvements in their 
practice

◦ Structured action planning
◦ Teacher is accountable to their community

◦ Even the best teacher in the school, needs to be 
even better, because when you do your job better 
your students will live longer, be healthier and 
contribute more to society.

A great teacher:
•Establishes where the students are in 

their learning
• Identifies the learning destination
•Carefully plans a route
•Begins the learning journey
•Makes regular checks on progress on the 

way
•Makes adjustments to the course as 

conditions dictate



Physical Education, School Sport and Physical 
Activity
• The minimum we would expect for every child is that they have 

access to 2 hours PE per week and 60 active minutes per day.

• Evo – Expertise, expectations, progression.

• 60 active minutes:
• Lunch time clubs
• Sports/play leaders
• Events such as the Sheffield Skipathon and School Games Week
• After school clubs



Physical Education, School Sport and Physical 
Activity
• Our place in the Links School Sports Partnership 

gives us access to a broad range of sports and 
activities and the chance for increased 
participation in competitive sport.

• When I first met our representative she 
mentioned the school’s history of success in 
sports competitions in Sheffield.

• Our aim is to rebuild this reputation through 
quality PE, targeted to build towards intra- and 
inter-school competitions.



SEND at St Thomas of Canterbury 
School

Nurturing Confidence, Independence and 
Resilience



                                      Senco Role



ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY PRIMARY 
SCHOOL

SEND GOALS

To work together to create a truly inclusive school where 

pupils can grow in faith, confidence, independence and 

resilience.

To work together with all our pupils on their journey 

towards a fulfilled adulthood; providing them with support 

to achieve their academic potential, become engaged, active 

learners, communicate effectively and develop positive 

relationships. 



                                      The Hive

Integrated Resource (I.R)

Commissioned by Local Authority    

Physical/medical needs

Form of specialist provision within a mainstream

Integrated with mainstream lessons as appropriate to individual needs

Miss Needham - I.R Senco



Using the website and class blogs to support 
your child at home



Using the website and class blogs to support 
your child at home

Our aims, how we plan to achieve 
them, and how we will know 
what is working.

What we will teach and when – 
including knowledge, skills and 
vocabulary.



Using the website and class blogs to support 
your child at home



Using the website and class blogs to support 
your child at home



Using class blogs to support your child at 
home



Parents – How you can help

• Promote the value of learning 

• Good attendance

• Homework

• Back the school and our decisions. 
• We are not perfect and if you disagree, please contact Mrs Clements or Mr 

Richardson – we are listening.


