
 

Dear parents and carers, 
 

What a joy it has been to enjoy these bright, sunny 
spring days! The children have made the most of the 
lovely weather, filling the playground with laughter, 
games, and friendship. It has been wonderful to see 
them playing so happily together, showing kindness, 
teamwork, and care for one another. 
 
In last Sunday’s Gospel (John 9: 1–41), we hear about 
Jesus healing a man who had been blind. Some people 
were amazed and full of joy—but others chose to 
question, doubt, and look for something wrong instead. 
It’s a powerful reminder that we all have a choice in how 
we see things. 
 
Do we choose to notice the good and celebrate it, or do 
we focus on what isn’t right? 
 
In our school, we try to live by the message “let all that 
you do be done with love.” When we do this, we are 
ready to do our best, respectful to everyone around us, 
and safe in the way we treat each other. 
 
Let’s keep encouraging our children to be people who 
look for the good, who celebrate each other, and who 
spread kindness wherever they go. That’s how we help 
our school shine! 
 
Our Y1 class today helped us to think about our 
preparations for Easter. Thank you Y1 for a lovely 
assembly. 
 
Also, a big well done to all the children that took part in 
our sponsored walk on Wednesday. Many children were 
able to complete over 10 laps of the school which is an 
incredible effort. We have also surpassed out £900 
fundraising goal, so we thank you for all the kind 
donations. Just a reminder, the deadline for all 
sponsorship monies is Friday 27th March, this can be 
cash brought to the office, or paid via Parentpay on the 
Sheffield Children’s Hospital Donation payment item.  

 
 
Have a lovely weekend everyone. 
 
God bless 
Mrs Clements 
 
 

 

St Thomas of Canterbury School 

Newsletter 
Week ending Friday 13th March 2026 

School Calendar  

Weds 1st April – Pre-school Easter Egg Hunt 

Thurs 2nd April – Whole School Easter Hat Decorating 
Competition 

Fri 3rd April – Good Friday Bank Holiday (Pupils not in 
school)  

Mon 6th April – Fri 17th April 

Easter Break 
 

Mon 20th April – Pupils return to school  

Mon 27th April 16:00 – Bookings open for Summer  

2 Breakfast & Afterschool club bookings  

Fri 1st May 09:00 – Reception Class Assembly 

Mon 4th May – May bank holiday (No pupils in school) 

Mon 11th – Thurs 14th May – SATS Week 

Fri 15th May – Year 3 trip to Creswell Crags  

Fri 15th May – School Disco  

Weds 20th – Fri 22nd May – Year 6 Residential  
 

Mon 25th May – Fri 29th May 

Half term break  
 

Mon 1st June – Pupils return to school 

Weds 3rd June – Non uniform day – bottle donation for 
summer Fair 

Weds 3rd June – Toy & Book donations accepted for 
Summer Fair 

Weds 10th June – Y6 Crucial Crew visit 

Sunday 14th June – Summer Fair 

Mon 15th June – Class Photos 

Tues 16th June – Year 1 & 2 Trip to Butterfly House 

Fri 19th June – Year 4 Trip to Magna 

Weds 24th – Fri 26th June – Year 5 Residential  

Mon 29th June 16:00 – Bookings open for Autumn 1    
Breakfast & Afterschool club bookings 

Mon 29th June 14:15 – Year 3 & 6 Open Afternoon 

Tues 30th June 14:15 – Year 2 & 4 Open Afternoon 

Weds 1st July 14:15 – Year 1 & 5 Open Afternoon 

Mon 6th July – Whole School Sports Day at EIS 

Weds 8th July – Reception Class Trip to Cleethorpes 

Weds 8th July 19:00 – Year 6 End of Year Show at 
Meadowhead School 

Weds 15th July – Pre-school Family Fun Day (Pre-school 
closed) 

Mon 20th July – Inset day (No pupils in school) 

Tues 21st July - Inset day (No pupils in school) 

 



Labelling uniform 

We have a growing amount of unlabelled lost property in school. Please ensure all of your child’s uniform is labelled 
permanently with their name including their coat and any bags.  

 
Toys in School 
Just a reminder that toys and cards (for example Pokémon) are not allowed in school. If you feel that your child needs a fidget 
toy from home to support their learning, please contact Miss McKay, our SENCO to discuss this. senco@st-tc.co.uk  
 
Absence due to illness 
After a review with our Attendance Worker from Sheffield City Council, it has been brought to our attention that, although our 
overall attendance figures are very good, many of our absences are for ‘low level illness’ such as coughs and colds. 
 

Going forward, if you call school or leave a voicemail to report your child’s absence, we ask that you please explain the illness 
your child has and the symptoms they are showing. As part of our duty of care, we need this information to both safeguard 
staff and other children from any possible exposure to infections, and also to confirm how long your child should be absent. 
For example, if your child has sickness and/or diarrhoea, they need to be absent for 48 hours after the last bout of illness. On 
some occasions, it might be that, through our conversation, we advise that your child is actually well enough to attend school. 
Often, children feel much better once they are with their friends and engaged in their learning.  
 

If you are unsure if your child is well enough to be in school, please refer to the below NHS guidance:  
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/   
 

As part of our duty of care, we will be carrying out a ‘spot check’ home visit to some families if their child is off sick. This is to 
see how we can support in enabling children to return to school.  

 
Safeguarding update  
You may be aware of recent conversations on social media relating to a trend referred to as “Red v Blue School Wars,” which 
has caused some concern in schools both locally and nationally. 
We want to reassure our families that we are aware of these reports and are working closely with our Trust, local secondary 
schools, the Local Authority and the Police to monitor the situation and respond to any information shared with us. At present, 
this appears to be a social media rumour, and we will not be addressing it directly with pupils, as we do not want to cause 
unnecessary fear. 
That said, we regularly talk with children about staying safe, travelling carefully, and using social media responsibly. The safety 
and wellbeing of our pupils is always our highest priority, and we are grateful for the continued support of our families in 
helping children stay safe both in school and online. 

  
Breakfast & Afterschool club price increase from September 2026 
Unfortunately, due to the ever-rising costs in staffing, food and resources we have no other option but to increase the 
breakfast and after school club to keep this sustainable.   
The following charges will apply from September 2026. 
Breakfast club £5.50 
After school club £10.50 
I am sure you will agree that this invaluable provision is still very competitively priced. 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Ordering milk for Summer Term 
Milk is now available to order via Parentpay for Summer term (20th April – 17th July).  
 
Cakes/Sweets for birthday celebrations 
We understand that parents/carers would like to send their child with a cake or sweet treats to celebrate their birthday with 
their class. Please can we ask that any food items sent in are shop bought in original packaging, with full ingredients list and 
also individually portioned for example, cupcakes, small packets of sweets etc. Going forward we will be unable to accept 
whole cakes that need to be cut and wrapped up to be sent home.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:senco@st-tc.co.uk
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


Free School Meal Eligibility  
We have seen an unprecedented rise in FSM eligibility in 
schools across Sheffield in the last few years. 
As the school will receive additional funding based on the 
number of children who receive FSMs, not only will your 
child receive a FSM and free school milk but also financial 
support towards school trips. 
With this in mind we want to make sure that our parents are 
aware of how to check their eligibility. 
Even if you don’t think you are eligible, it is worth your 
while to check. 
https://shorturl.at/x3ess 
  
Parking around school 
We have been contacted multiple times recently regarding 
cars that are parking illegally near school. This can be 
dangerous and could cause an accident. 
  

As a school we send out reminders to our parents and carers 
regarding inconsiderate and dangerous parking. We also 
forward complaints to our contact at the local parking 
enforcement team. They will be doing spot checks and will 
give out fines to anyone parking illegally. 
The following are examples of incorrect parking that can be 
reported to the enforcement team: 

• parking on yellow lines, including adjacent to 
footways and verges 

• stopping on zig zag lines by a crossing or outside a 
school 

• using a disabled bay without a valid Blue Badge 
double parking 

• dropped kerb access – in front of driveways 
If you see a car that is causing danger to other road users or 
pedestrians then please use this link to report them. 
https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/parking/report-incorrectly-
parked-vehicle  
 
 
 

 

Makaton Sign of the Week 
This week’s sign is Lucky. 

Please click this link to see how it is done! 
https://youtu.be/Lb_bc9M15XE 

 
 

Uniform 

White or red embroidered polo shirt 
• Red embroidered school sweater (round neck) or cardigan 
• Red gingham dress 
• Black trousers, black skirt or black pinafore dress 
• In warm weather, black formal shorts, just above the knee, 
may be worn. 
• Black leather fitted school shoes 
• White or black socks or black tights 
 
PE Kit 
• Black shorts 
• White or red embroidered round neck t-shirt 
• Black jogging bottoms 
• Grey embroidered hoodie 
• Trainers for games 
 
One stud earring may be worn in each ear as long as this can 
easily be removed by the child for PE but no other jewellery. 
Makeup, including nail varnish, may not be worn.  
 
Children may wear a watch for school if they wish.  
Children may not have lettering, lines or other designs in their 
hair. We also ask that, for health and safety reasons, long hair is 
tied back. 
 
Due to the weather, if children are wanting to play 
football/sports on the field, they must bring change of shoes. 

Whole School Attendance 

Class Last Week This week 

Year 1 99.6% 94.8% 

Year 2 98.5% 97% 

Year 3 98% 93.2% 

Year 4 94.8% 91.5% 

Year 5 92.4% 95.9% 

Year 6 99% 95.5% 

 

 

Spring Term PE Days 

Reception Friday AM 

Year 1 Monday PM & Thursday AM 

Year 2 Tuesday AM & Wednesday PM 

Year 3 Thursday PM & Friday PM 

Year 4 Tuesday AM & Thursday PM 

Year 5 Monday AM & Thursday AM 

Year 6 Tuesday PM & Thursday AM 
 

AM - children come to school in their PE kit and bring their 
uniform to change into. 
PM - children should come dressed in their uniform, with 
their PE kit to change into. 

 

Golden Broom Winner 
Each week, our caretaker chooses a class to win the 

Golden broom for having the tidiest cloakroom.  

This week’s winners are 

Year 4 

https://shorturl.at/x3ess
https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/parking/report-incorrectly-parked-vehicle
https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/parking/report-incorrectly-parked-vehicle
https://youtu.be/Lb_bc9M15XE


 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 


