
 

Dear parents and carers, 
 

It’s hard to believe that we are now half way through this academic 
year. It is going so fast. 
 

I have been thrilled to see how well each of our children have 
flourished during the year so far, especially our Reception class. 
There is much to be thankful for and to celebrate at St Thomas’. 
 

That said, it is impossible to forget the tragic events at All Saints last 
week and the effects these have had on our own school community. 
You have all been in our prayers. We have continued to support 
those children who have needed it. As a former pupil of All Saints 
myself, I was honoured to be asked to be there last Thursday and 
Friday mornings to represent our school and to offer support for our 
past pupils. In our Jubilee year as Pilgrims of Hope, the sense of 
community evident in all our schools and our Trust is a clear sign of 
hope. 
 

Have a lovely weekend and half term. Fingers crossed for some 
sunshine! 
 

God bless 
Mrs Clements 
 
 
Reminder: Attendance and Punctuality 
Attendance and punctuality are something that the DFE, our LEA 
and our school take very seriously as persistent absence and 
lateness can impact both on a child's academic performance and 
their mental health. 
The school day begins at 8.45. 
 

Change for KS1 - The KS1/Reception gate will continue to be open 
between 8.45 and 8.45. Rather than play outside, the children will 
now go straight in to class so that they can be greeted by our staff 
who are waiting for them. This change has been put in place as both 
staff and parents expressed that this would be offer a softer start for 
the children. 
 

No changes for KS2 - When the whistle is blown, the children gather 
together as a key stage to say and sign their morning prayer. As this 
is the formal start of the school day, the KS2 side gate is closed at 
8.45. 
 

The main gate is closed at 8.55 to allow children who start their day 
in The Hive (our IR) access to school through the office. Any child 
who arrives after 8.45, when the KS1/EYFS and the KS2 side gates are 
closed but before the main gate is shut at 8.55, will be classed as late 
for registration. Entry to school after 8.55 but before 9.30 is 
classed as late after registration has closed. Any latecomers after 
 

9.30 are classed as having an unauthorised absence for the morning. 
This is in line with the LEA and National guidance. 
 
 
Reminder – Uniform 
We have been checking uniform this week and have needed to send 
a few reminders home about this. The uniform list can be found on 
the next page of the newsletter. Please ensure children are in the 
correct uniform when we return after half term. Thank you. 
 

 

St Thomas of Canterbury School 

Newsletter 
Week ending Friday 14th February 2025 

School Calendar  

Monday 17th – Friday 21st February 

February Half Term 

Mon 24th Feb - Inset Day (No pupils in school) 

Tues 25th Feb – Pupils return to school 

Tues 25th Feb - Year 5 Swimming Lesson 

Fri 28th Feb – 09:00 Year 2 Class Assembly  

Tues 4th Mar – Year 5 Swimming Lesson 

Thurs 6th Mar – World Book Day 

Fri 7th Mar – SEN Parent Coffee Morning  

Fri 7th Mar – Book Fair 

Tues 11th Mar – Year 5 Swimming Lesson 

Tues 13th Mar - 15:30 – 17:45 Parents Evening 

Tues 18th Mar - 15:30 – 17:45 Parents Evening 

Tues 18th Mar – Year 5 Swimming Lesson 

Fri 21st Mar – 09:00 Year 1 Class Assembly 

Monday 31st – Friday 11th April 

Easter Holidays 

Mon 14th April – Pupils return to school 

Thurs 17th April – Easter Egg Decorating Competition  

Fri 18th April – Good Friday (No pupils in school) 

Mon 21st April – Easter Monday (No pupils in school) 

Fri 2nd May – 09:00 Reception Class Assembly  

Mon 5th May – Mayday Bank Holiday (No pupils in 
school 

Fri 9th May- Year 3 trip to Creswell Crags  

Mon 12th – Thurs 15th May – SATS Week 

Fri 16th May – Year 1 & 2 Trip to Yorkshire Wildlife 
Park 

Fri 16th May – School Disco 

Weds 21st – Fri 23rd May – Year 6 Residential 
 

Monday 26th – Friday 30th May 

Spring Bank Half Term 
 

Mon 2nd June – Pupils return to school  

Sun 8th Jun – Summer Fair 

Mon 16th June – Class Photos 

Weds 18th – Fri 20th June – Year 5 Residential 

Mon 23rd June- 14:15 Y3 & Y6 Open Afternoon 

Tues 24th June – 14:15 Y2 & Y4 Open Afternoon 

Weds 25th June - 14:15 Y1 & Y5 Open Afternoon 

Weds 16th July – Pre-School Family Fun Day (Pre-school 
closed) 

 



Parking at Chancet Wood Children’s centre 
We’ve been made aware that some of our parents have been parking 
in the limited spaces in the Children’s Centre car park. Please can we 
ask that you do not park in their as their spaces are limited and they 
also have to accommodate a number of wheelchair accessible 
vehicles and these spaces need to be available to people using the 
centre.  
 
Sheffield United Half term camps  
The February Camps are less than 1 week away, be sure to book on 
while spaces are still available for a week of fun based football 
sessions and matches! 
To book on please use the link below for your chosen venue:  
LU Westfield - https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/sheffieldunited/24-
25-lu-westfield-february-camp.html  
LU Graves - https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/sheffieldunited/24-25-
lu-graves-february-camp.html  
Handsworth - https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/sheffieldunited/24-
25-handsworth-february-camp.html  
LU Thorncliffe - https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/sheffieldunited/24-
25-lu-thorncliffe-february-camp.html  
Wisewood - https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/sheffieldunited/24-25-
wisewood-february-camp.html  
Girls Only  
LU Westfield - https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/sheffieldunited/24-
25-lu-westfield-girls-only-february-camp.html  
 
 
Listening with the heart 
Please find attached a poster of a new programme presented by 
Hallam Formation and Mission with The Jesuit Institute, A next step of 
our Jubilee Year Synodal pathway of learning how to listen well in 
your spiritual encounters- LISTENING WITH THE HEART, this is a series 
of 5 sessions, (one in person and 4 on-line) to explore Listening with 
the Heart prayer through, reflection, discussion and practice. 
 
 

Letter from Cllr Dawn Dale at Sheffield City Council and 
 South Yorkshire Police  
Please see the attached letter from Dawn Dale, Chair, Education, 
Children’s and Families Committee at Sheffield City Council and South 
Yorkshire Police. 

World Book Day -Thursday 6th March 
Please see the attached letter with details about Wold Book Day 2025.  
 

Fri 18th July – Whole School Sports day at EIS 

Tues 22nd July – Last day of School Year  

Tues 22nd July – 14:30 Year 6 Leaver’s Assembly  

Weds 23rd July – Inset Day (No pupils in school) 

 

Whole School Attendance 

Class Last Week This Week 

Year 1 97% 94.1% 

Year 2 98.5% 96.5% 

Year 3 98.9% 91.5% 

Year 4 96.3% 95.7% 

Year 5 97.3% 98.7% 

Year 6 95.7% 90% 

 

Spring Term PE Days 

Reception Friday AM 

Year 1 Monday PM & Friday PM 

Year 2 Monday AM & Thursday AM 

Year 3 Tuesday AM & Thursday PM 

Year 4 Tuesday AM* & Thursday PM 

Year 5 Tuesday PM* & Thursday AM 

Year 6 Monday PM & Thursday AM 
 

AM - children come to school in their PE kit and bring their 
uniform to change into. 
PM - children should come dressed in their uniform, with 
their PE kit to change into. 

*Swimming lessons will replace PE lessons on applicable 
days (see school calendar for dates). 

Makaton Sign of the Week 
This week’s sign is to cuddle. 

Please click this link to see how it is done! 
https://youtu.be/iJbGz3dBymM 

 

Uniform 

White or red embroidered polo shirt 
• Red embroidered school sweater (round neck) or cardigan 
• Red gingham dress 
• Black trousers, black skirt or black pinafore dress 
• In warm weather, black formal shorts, just above the knee, 
may be worn. 
• Black leather fitted school shoes 
• White or black socks or black tights 
 
PE Kit 
• Black shorts 
• White or red embroidered round neck t-shirt 
• Black jogging bottoms 
• Grey embroidered hoodie 
• Trainers for games 
 
One stud earring may be worn in each ear as long as this can 
easily be removed by the child for PE but no other jewellery. 
Makeup, including nail varnish, may not be worn.  
 
Children may wear a watch for school if they wish.  
Children may not have lettering, lines or other designs in 
their hair. We also ask that, for health and safety reasons, 
long hair is tied back. 
 
Due to the weather, if children are wanting to play 
football/sports on the field, they must bring change of shoes. 
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